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We have come to view weddings as private affairs, unconnected with the regular life of the parish. The bride and groom and their guests may arrive and leave the parish grounds without ever meeting a parishioner. Are we making the most of the evangelizing opportunities of weddings? Do we think of weddings in this way at all? 
Weddings gather people with diverse experiences and attitudes about Church and God. Many of those attending a wedding have not been inside a church in years; many are estranged from the sacraments; and some have hurts and anger about the Church. Considering that about half of Catholic weddings are interchurch or interfaith, some people may be curious about Catholic worship and parish life, but otherwise have nowhere to ask their questions. These are some of the very reasons weddings are prime opportunities for evangelization for members of the parish. 

Hospitality to the stranger is an essential attitude of evangelizing parish. Take a tour of your church with the eyes of a wedding guest. Start with the vestibule: Are locations of restrooms clearly marked? Do our book racks and displays offer resources from which a seeker may benefit? Is our church accessible to those with physical disabilities? Is our Intentions book prominently placed, inviting visitors to ask for our prayers? Is our sound system adequate?
If a parish is able, more direct service to weddings may be possible. One of my former parishes had teams of wedding coordinators. People who loved weddings worked in pairs to assist couples in choosing Readings and prayers for the wedding. They also conducted the wedding rehearsal, setting a prayerful tone for what is often a chaotic experience. With the wedding coordinators handling the rehearsal, the priest was free to offer the sacrament of Reconciliation and otherwise counsel the families. On the day of the wedding, the wedding coordinators served as ministers of hospitality to the assembly and as caring representatives of the parish community to the visitors. They did this service as volunteers and out of love for the sacrament, in a true spirit of evangelization.

Another service a parish can provide is compiling and printing wedding worship aids. By printing a booklet with the chosen wedding prayers, readings and hymns for the assembly, the parish facilitated a more prayerful and transformative experience for the assembly. This task is made easier with the assistance of wedding coordinators or of the parish liturgy team, who collects the necessary information from the families.
To better prepare for a meaningful wedding experience for all, the parish can schedule wedding workshops for liturgy planning, create a CD of recommended music for weddings, publish a respectfully worded list of parish expectations. 

We can start now to better evangelize the wedding assembly by making our regular Sunday worship the best possible prayer of the community. Every effort in this direction is a living, week-to-week experience of forming those who will come (next month, next year, or not for many years) to solemnize the marriage of their loved ones. The Sunday liturgy reminds us all that the Christian life is never “all about us” in the narrow sense. It is always about God and all of God’s people even on one’s wedding day. Solid parish liturgical life is the setting in which weddings become moments of prayer, grace and conversion for those who attend, including the bride and groom.
Also, weddings are prime opportunities for evangelization of members of the parish themselves. As they serve the visitors and welcome those who are not yet quite connected to church, parishioners get a wider experience of Church. In responding to Christ’s call to serve, they become more fully Christ to others.

Parish members, as well as pastoral staff and liturgical ministers, should see themselves as servants of the assembly, not only at weddings but at funerals and other sacramental celebrations. While we may not see the guests, many of them from out of town, in our church again, think of our care for them as planting seeds for other parishes to water and harvest. With this point of view, we will continually ask:

· “Does our parish life witness to Jesus Christ, our Lord?” 

· “Are we being inviting?”
· “Do we love our guests with the love of Christ? 

· “Are we a community that is attractive to those coming to the liturgical event?” 

· “Do we exhibit a sense of joy and love for our parish and our Church that is contagious to visitors?” 

· “Will those who are attracted to Christ know how to approach the parish for further contact and growth?”

If we cannot answer “Yes!” with confidence, what will we do now to make a change toward being more evangelizing to the assembly? 

