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Opening Prayer

Jesus, you are present here with us. We want to grow in love for others, those in our family and those we meet and play and work with each day. Your life showed us how to be true friends. Dear Jesus, help us to be aware of your presence in our family, in ordinary and special times. We welcome you to our Family Night. Amen.
Think about This
Read from the Bible John 15: 13-16. Good friends are God’s special gifts to us. Jesus taught us about true friendship. This Family Night, we can spend some time discovering what it means to be a friend and to express gratitude for the friends we have. You might want to invite some friends to join you for this Family Night.
Activity Ideas

Young Families

Give each person two minutes to name a special friend and tell what makes this friend special. Then talk about how we can be friends to other people. Talk about what can ruin a friendship. Have each person write a poem to his or her special friend. Read them to each other. 

Middle Years Families
The book of Proverbs is full of good advice about friendship and human relationships. Beforehand, have someone write out the following Proverbs on slips of paper: Proverbs 13:20; Proverbs 17:17; Proverbs 18: 24; Proverbs 22:24. Then cut them in half. The family activity is to match the proverbs, read them aloud and then discuss their meaning. 
Apply these proverbs to your friends.
Adult Families

Read 1 Samuel 18:1, which describes the friendship between David and Jonathan. Discuss the qualities of friendship. Write a note or letter to a special friend.
Snack Time

Hot chocolate or cookies with candy kisses.

Entertainment

· Put new words to a familiar tune expressing your thoughts about friendship. Perform your songs.
· Make paper bag puppets and put on a puppet show about friends.
Sharing

· Share a thought about the best friend you have ever had.
· Share a time when you were a friend in need to someone else.

· Share about a time when you felt lonely and friendless.

· Share a time when you and a friend had great fun.
Closing Prayer

Pray for your friends. Pray to be a good friend. Pray, “For friends who…, we thank you, Lord.”
Contact Lauri Przybysz, Coordinator for Marriage and Family Enrichment, Division of Evangelization and Catechesis, Archdiocese of Baltimore, lprzybysz@archbalt.org , 410-547-5420.
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