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Opening Prayer

Jesus, you showed us how to know and love and serve your father. We want to imitate you as good sons and daughters, as we grow in appreciation of our parents, for the sacrifices they make and the example they give us. We welcome you to our Family Night. Amen.
Think about This
“Love one another, for love is from God.” Let’s grow in respect and appreciation for the role of parents (and grandparents and special caregivers) and the love they share with the family. This is a good plan to adapt for mothers’ or fathers’ day, too.
Activity Ideas

Young Families

HURRAY FOR THE KING AND QUEEN! Materials: heavy paper, scissors, crayons, tape. Make a crown for Mom and one for Dad (and other caregivers). Crown them King and Queen for a Night! After the coronation, Mom and Dad can tell the family how they met, when they decided to get married, etc. Single parents might tell a story of moving in to the family home or a memory of bringing the baby home.
Middle Years Families
HEARTS FULL OF LOVE: Materials: paper, scissors, pens.  Make a heart for each parent or caregiver, using words that describe him or her. Talk about how the parents help the family and share their love. Parents tell what they enjoy about being parents and what they find difficult about being parents. 

Adult Families

Read together 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. Concentrate on verses 4-7. Take turns commenting to the person on your right how he or she lives these passages. “You showed patience when you…” or “you didn’t hold a grudge when I…,” etc.
Snack Time

Cookies and soda.
Entertainment
Let the parents decide on their favorite game, TV program, or other entertainment. All enjoy together.

Sharing

Share your ideas about what real love is.
Closing Prayer

Thank you, Father God, for this time to grow in love and appreciation for the adults who care for us. Help us to pay attention to how we can help one another. We remember especially tonight those who are lonely and those whose families are separated for whatever reason. May we be better reflections of your love.  Amen.
Contact Lauri Przybysz, Coordinator for Marriage and Family Enrichment, Division of Evangelization and Catechesis, Archdiocese of Baltimore, lprzybysz@archbalt.org , 410-547-5420.
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