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Opening Prayer

Jesus, when your apostles tried to send the little children away from you, you showed us how to treat children. Help us to respect and appreciate the beauty of each child in our family and in the extended family of our world. Amen.
Think about This
“What you do for these little ones, you do for me.” Celebrate each child and remind them of God’s care for them in the family. Recognize our responsibility to every child. If the family has several children, you could celebrate each child over several weeks, each week focusing on the special gifts and talents of each child.
Activity Ideas

Young Families

WHO AM I? Materials: Pictures of family members, envelopes.  Place a picture of each family member in a separate envelope. Pass them around so that each person has an envelope but not their own picture. Take turns giving clues about the person whose picture you have, such as, “This person keeps his room clean.” Keep giving clues until the person has been guessed. Try to say only positive things, emphasizing the contributions he or she makes to the family’s life.
Middle Years Families
FAMILY MOBILE  Materials: paper, pencils, crayons, scissors, tape, string, clothes hangers. Slip one hanger through another hanger and tie together where they intersect. Design a name card for each child, decorating it with pictures and symbols relating to that person. Use string to hang the cards at different lengths on the mobile.
Adult Families

Read Mark 10:13-16 and plan to do something special for children. If there are no children at home, you can do something for neighborhood children, grandchildren, or any child in need. 
Snack Time

Fix the children’s favorite treat.
Entertainment
Watch home movies or look at photo albums of children when they were younger. Show pictures of the adults when they were children. Read a favorite children’s book aloud.
Sharing

· Share a time when a child in the family made you happy.
· Share a time when a child taught you a lesson.

· Share a time when you were happy to be a child.

Closing Prayer

Parents offer a prayer of appreciation for each child present.
Contact Lauri Przybysz, Coordinator for Marriage and Family Enrichment, Division of Evangelization and Catechesis, Archdiocese of Baltimore, lprzybysz@archbalt.org , 410-547-5420.
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