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Opening Prayer

O God, you are our father; in you, we are all brothers and sisters to everyone in the human family. Be with us in a special way this Family Night as we learn about and express our appreciation for the members of our extended family who live near by and far away. Thank you for our family. Amen. 
Think about This
“We, many though we are, are one body in Christ.” Since families move around so much, it is difficult to maintain ties to our extended families. Children and adults still need a sense of belonging to a wider family structure, and we can be more intentional about keeping in touch even at a great distance. With this in mind, this Family Night concentrates on the specialness of our family name.
Activity Ideas

Young Families

FAMILY NAME  Materials: Paper, pencils, cloth, or poster board for a banner, crayons, glue, scissors. Talk about your family name. Parents tell what they remember about their ancestors. Try to figure out what your family name means. About 900 years ago, most people had only one name. As the population in towns grew it was necessary to identify people better, so last names were given. Some examples were Johnson, meaning son of John; Cook was a last name for someone who cooked; Smith was a blacksmith. Make a list of all the relatives you can think of who share your family name. Make a banner featuring your name in large decorative letters. Do the same with each side of the family.
Middle Years Families
FAMILY BINGO  Materials: paper and pencils, large square papers for bingo cards, an empty box, little treats for prizes. Each family member draws a large bingo card with 5 boxes across and five down. As parents tell about a relative, each person writes that name in any box, until all boxes are filled. Put an “X” in the middle box. Then write the names on slips of paper, fold, and place in a box.  One person calls the bingo names and whoever fills a line first is the winner. Everyone should know a lot more about the family’s relatives when the game is over. 
Adult Families

Read Matthew 1: 1-17. Jesus had a large extended family. How many names to you recognize in his family tree?  Make a family tree going back as far as possible on both sides of the family. Decide upon one particular relative who would especially like to hear from you. Write a letter or call that relative on the phone.
Snack Time

Serve a dessert that is a dish from your ancestral roots.
Entertainment
1. Give each member ten or fifteen round toothpicks or matches. Place a narrow necked bottle on the table. The object is to stack the toothpicks across the opening of the bottle. This continues until one of the players upsets the pile while trying to add to it. The person who upsets the pile must take all the toothpicks that fall. The winner is the player who gets rid of all toothpicks.

2. Read a story or watch a movie set in the land of you ancestors. 
Sharing

· Tell how you feel about your family name.
· Share a happy memory about a grandparent or other relative.

· Talk about a family reunion or family gathering that you remember and why it was fun.

Closing Prayer

God, our father, you have made us the family we are. We thank you for the many different people who have gone before us. They have us their names and passed on their faith to us. We ask your blessing on all our relatives, especially…(here mention the names of relatives). Amen.
Contact Lauri Przybysz, Coordinator for Marriage and Family Enrichment, Division of Evangelization and Catechesis, Archdiocese of Baltimore, lprzybysz@archbalt.org , 410-547-5420.
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