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LESSON MATERIALS

Learning Objectives
· To engage young people in thinking about and discussing the role of the pope.
· To identify what young people know about the pope and what areas need clarification
· To introduce young people to the person of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI
· To discuss Pope Benedict’s teachings, including his encyclicals about Love and Hope
Supplies Needed

· A ball 

· Newsprint & pen; or blackboard & chalk; whiteboard

· Paper and pen for each participant

· Timer
· Computer, internet access & LCD projector  (Optional)
Activity:  Getting the Ball Rolling

Instructions: Give participants 2 minutes to brainstorm and write down everything they know about the pope—either in general or in the person of Pope Benedict XVI.  Words and phrases are fine.  There is not enough time for long explanations.  Use the timer to make this a race to see who can list the most facts about the pope.
Next, sit everyone in a circle.  Give the ball to the participant with the longest list.  This young person will state one fact from his/her list and roll the ball to someone else in the circle.  Continue rolling the ball to new students and asking them for a word or phrase from their list.  Record the responses on the newsprint or blackboard.  Once every young person has had an opportunity to respond, ask for volunteers to offer additional phrases from their lists until all responses have been recorded.
Notes for the catechist:
· If you have a very large number of participants, consider breaking into smaller groups of 10-15 with an adult or mature peer facilitator.  You may wish to merge back into one large group for the next activities.
· Try not to comment on what the participants are saying until everyone has had a turn and all responses are on the board.

· Looking at the list, take a moment to comment on anything interesting that comes to light.  Point out if there are particular topics that will be discussed today. 

· If a young person brings up a concept about the pope which is inaccurate, this is a good time to gently point out that there are a lot of misconceptions about the pope and that this will be a time to clear up some of those misconceptions.

Activity:
True or False Challenge

Instructions:  MOVE to the LEFT side of the room if the statement is TRUE and MOVE to the RIGHT side if the statement is FALSE.  Each statement is the gateway to a larger discussion about the pope.  Use the explanations below each statement, as well as the supplementary materials, to guide a discussion about each of these topics.
Everything the pope says is meant to be infallible.

FALSE:  The pope’s private opinions and statements are not meant to be infallible.  In order to be considered an infallible statement the pope must be intentionally making an official statement about faith or morals through his position as the successor of Peter, speaking to the whole Church.  (Note: this does not happen often—in fact only twice since 1870.)

CCC 891
The Pope is a direct successor of Peter.
TRUE:  Catholics believe that Jesus gave authority to the apostle Peter to guide and teach the Church.  This authority is passed down to the popes.
CCC 881

Pope Benedict XVI was the oldest person to be elected to the papacy.

FALSE:  Pope Benedict was 78 years and 3 days at the time of election and is the oldest person elected since 1730.  (Pope Clement XII was elected then at 78 and 100 days).   At least four popes in the last 400 years have been older than Pope Benedict.    

Pope Benedict has written two encyclicals

TRUE:  Pope Benedict has written two official letters to the bishops of the world which have been circulated to all Catholics.  These encyclicals are:
· Spe Salvi (Saved by Hope) [Encyclical] November 30, 2007 

· Deus Caritas Est (On Christian Love - God is Love) [Encyclical]  January 25, 2006
· PowerPoint on Pope Benedict’s encyclicals
Pope Benedict XVI’s visit in April is the first time a pope has visited the United States.

FALSE:  Pope Paul VI was the first to visit the United States.  Pope John Paul II made three visits to the U.S.

Pope Benedict is from Germany.

TRUE:  Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Pope Benedict XVI, was born at Marktl am Inn, Diocese of Passau (Germany).
Pope Benedict is the younger brother of Pope John Paul II.

FALSE:  They are not related, although they were good friends.
In all of his travels, Pope Benedict has never made an official speech addressed specifically to young people.

FALSE:  Pope Benedict has met with young people several times during his travels, including his apostolic visit to Brazil and the celebrations for World Youth Day.  He has offered prayers, messages and instructions to young Catholics around the world.
· PowerPoint with excerpts from Pope Benedict’s messages to youth.

Pope Benedict will celebrate his birthday while visiting the US.

TRUE: Pope Benedict will celebrate his 81st birthday on April 16th, the same day he visits President Bush at the White House.

Pope Benedict canonized an American saint.

TRUE:  In 2005, Pope Benedict canonized St. Theodora Guerin, who founded the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary of the Woods.

[image: image2.jpg]BENEDICT XVI

T OUR HOPE





Additional Resources:   Listed below are several additional websites that you may find helpful.  Although the internet is a great source of information, please be mindful that clips and comments on some websites are not always accurate or complimentary toward the papacy and the Catholic Church.  This might be a good time to mention some appropriate web sources for Catholic teaching and remind young people to use caution when searching the web for Catholic content.
http://www.adw.org/papalvisit/parish_lesson.asp
http://newshub.cnslis.com/2008/02/27/new-resources-for-preparing-for-pope-benedicts-arrival/
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/papamenu.htm
http://www.archindy.org/guerin/index.html
http://www.usccb.org/catechism/text/
http://uspapalvisit.org/



CLASSROOM ADAPTATION:


Students remain at their desks brainstorming about the pope.  When they are finished give 3-4 students a piece of chalk.  Invite them to come forward and write their idea on the board.  When they are finished, they should hand their chalk to another student and continue the process.








Discussion:


Based on what you have learned about Pope Benedict XVI, what do you predict will be his message to the people of the United States?























