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Prayer Service for 
Evangelization and Outreach 

“Go After the Lost Sheep” 

Parish Young Adult Responsiveness

Art Print by Alfred Soord
Opening Prayer 
Gracious Lord, 

You who are the Good Shepherd, grant us a compassion and care that is reflective of yourself. You called us by name and gave your only Son to redeem us. Open our hearts to Jesus. May we be a parish of welcome, a parish of truth, and a home for all those who search. May we have the courage to seek out all those who may have wandered, who feel alone, and who seek to know you.  




Amen.

First Reading

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel (34:11-16)

For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice
Psalm 46 

Leader: The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

Response: The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in distress.
Thus we do not fear, though earth be shaken 

and mountains quake to the depths of the sea,
Though its waters rage and foam and mountains totter at its surging.
Response: The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

Streams of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High.
God is in its midst; it shall not be shaken; God will help it at break of day.
Though nations rage and kingdoms totter, God's voice thunders and the earth trembles.
Response: The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

Come and see the works of the LORD, who has done fearsome deeds on earth;
Who stops wars to the ends of the earth, breaks the bow, splinters the spear, and burns the shields with fire; 

Who says: "Be still and confess that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, exalted on the earth."
Response: The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

Second Reading 

Leader: A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (15:1-7)
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to him, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." So to them he addressed this parable. "What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy 

and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.'  I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repentance. 
The Word of the Lord  
Response: Thanks be to God. 

Reflection : (To be shared in small groups of two or three)
Can you think of an experience where you were a stranger and someone welcomed you in to their community/ group?

· Who welcomed you? How did they welcome you?

Can you name one way that your parish intentionally welcomes strangers when they come to your door?

Intercessions: 

Leader: Gathered here as the family of God, let us recognize the circles of love and service that are gathered in this church, and call ourselves forth to widen those circles. Our response is Lord. hear our prayer. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI and all of our Bishops and leaders, who walk with us in the family of God with humility and boldness in the name of the Lord. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We seek to better practice forgiveness so that we might reopen the lines of communication and restore any broken relationships within our community. Empower us Lord to truly and openly forgive each other, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: Open our vision so that we might better see your presence and enjoy your grace in both the familiar faces of family and friends and in the face of the stranger we meet. Let us not forget that you are present in every person, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: Grant us boldness to show others a love that is more generous, a commitment that is easily seen, and a faithfulness that is dependable, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We remember those who are lost sheep in our society, especially those who are young adults. That we as a parish community can provide intentional outreach to all those struggling to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

 

 (Adapted from A Jubilee Mass For Families: Suggested General Intercessions)
Closing Prayer
Great Shepherd of the sheep,

We are your flock, and we bring to you gifts and offerings of our hearts and lives. Be our Shepherd always, and send us faith that we might bring others the message of your love. 




Amen. 

